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each other.   What then more natural than an annual examination and inspection of this trilanx f
That this method of weighing states and empires is very ancient, appears from Homer, who tells us, that Jupiter himself weighed the fates of Greece and Troy: by what kind of scale he weighed them, I do not find either in Eustathius, or any other commentator; but it is only evident by the side that prevailed, that it could not be Troy weight.
Such, I acknowledge, is the happiness of our present times, such the wisdom and integrity of all those who now compose the legislative power, and such the nice equality of the scales, that any caution of this nature would be altogether unnecessary; but common sense looks farther, and wisely provides against future, remote, and possible dangers.
As, therefore, I apprehend no danger this century, I only propose this measure to commence in the year of our Lord 1800, when, as it is naturally to be presumed that all the persons, of which the legislative power shall be composed, will be such as are now unborn, nobody can tell what may happen, nor how necessary it may be to weigh them frequently, and with the "* greatest exactness. This, too, is the more practicable here, because we have the balance of Europe now ready in our hands for the purpose: we have held it with vast credit and success, and infinite advantage of late, and no doubt shall continue long in possession of it, so that the legislature may certainly borrow it of the Ministry a couple of days in the year for this domestic purpose.
In the performing of this operation, it seems absolutely necessary that all interchangeable presents, be-